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'The Nativity Story' 

One day about 2000 years ago, an Angel of the Lord called 
Gabriel told Mary she would have a very special baby that 
she should call Jesus. 

Mary married Joseph and he took her to Bethlehem so they could pay their 
taxes.  Mary was expecting to have her baby very soon.  

When Joseph and Mary arrived in Bethlehem there were no rooms left in the 
Inns because the town was very busy.  They were worried because they had 
nowhere to sleep and Mary was tired because the journey had b een long and 

dusty. She felt sore from riding on a donkey. 

But a kind innkeeper said they could shelter in the Inn 
manger, where animals like sheep were kept overnight to 
stop them from straying. 

Mary knew the baby would be born soon, so she was very 
glad  to be able to rest in the manger.  The manger was a 
small room like a cellar at the bottom of the Inn.  It was 
strewn with straw for the animals and the animals made 
friends with Mary and Joseph who settled down for the night 

as best they could. 

In the ni ght Mary had her baby. 

Joseph and Mary called the baby Jesus just like the angel 
told them they should.  They put baby Jesus in some 
swaddling clothes so he was wrapped up warm and snug. 
Then they put some straw for a bed in a small wooden 
manger that ani mals fed from and put Jesus inside it.  


